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ANOUT THE ST. LOUIS Ti.cT 


ON A Vil OF WHICH JOLLEY HALL IS SITUATID 


Jolley Hall sits on what was once a early French land 
crant called the St. Louis Tract. The tract was granted to 
Monsieur Diron Dtartaquiette by Jean Baptiste Lemoyne, Sieur 
ce Dienville, and Edme Gatien de Salzion, Governor of the 
Province of Louisiana, and the latter, Cormissary Ordonnateur 
on Noveriber 7, 1733._ 


The tract was conveyed on June 6, 1742 by Charles Marie 
de Lalande c!Aprenont anc his wife to Joseph Barbeau (Uar= 
baud) Doiscore an! his wife. On July 19, 1759 the heirs of 
Loisdore conveyed title to a Monsieur cle Bonville, the 
proof of which transfer was a certificate, dated at New 
Orleans on July 17, 1763 signet by Louis Boisdore, wherein 
he rabifiec the sale to Ne Uonville, made by his brothers 
Joseph anti antoine Doisdore on the cay above cited anc 
mentioned that the tract sole was derived by inheritance 
fron his father, Josevh Darbeau (Daurbauc) Loiscore, 


The next owner of the tract seers to have been Jean 
Baptiste Lusser, frou whor it cescended to Haruerite 
Chabilin UeVille, of whom it was purchased by Jean baptiste 
Laurencir , 211 of whom which appears from the following: 
statenent: "On May 30, 1607, Pierre Marie Cabaret UNitrepy, 
vUave a power of attorney to Louis Hazeur ce Lorme, to rep- 
resent hii. in everythin,; requisite to convey a tract of 
lane in the District of Mobile, of which he was co-propricter, 
which saic tract hac been sole to Baptiste Laurencine, This 
Power of Attorney was executed in Louisiana’ before a Justice 
of the Peace, anc two witnesses, On June 3, 1607, Louis 
Hazeur de Lorie, before a Notary at New Orleans in presence 
of witnesses, as’ atbtorney-in-fact of Monsicur iicrre larie - 
Cabaret d'itrepy, in ri.jt of his wife, tar;merite Chabelin 
De Ville, convey to Jean Baptiste Laurencine, Jr., acting 
uncer a power of attorney from his father, certified by 
Francois Maxinillien:ce Saint - Naxent, Conmandant at 
Mobile, May 20, 1607, a plantation situatec upon the said 
post of Mobile, frontin;; the river "St. Louis" (Chickasabogue), 
which plantation is known by the nance of "5t. Louis", and 
lies between Boye Horna (Zizht Mile Creek), Chateaugue 
(Three Mile Creek), anc the great marsh , and belonged to 
the saic De Lorme!s principal, and to the wife of his 
principal, by inheritance from Jean-aitiste Lusser, Coeceased, 
their grandfather", 
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Jean taptiste Laurencine in his transfer of the above 
tract to Joseph Chastanz; on hugust’25, 1807, cdescribec "it 
is a plantation callec "St. Louis", On May 27, 1807, 
vartholonew Lafon, geographical engineer of New Orleans 
certified a plat he hac crawm of the property, It was 

' stated at that time the lanc had been inhabited and culti- 
vated fron the year 1794, 


Through a series of somewhat coxplicatec land convey= 
ances, and mortages stemming from on act of Congress, app- 
rovec. on March 2, 1829 the property passec fron Dabet 
Gaunard anc her husband Victor, John L. Guiffant anc Mary 
Guiffant, his wife; Jean ilochon and his wife Eunice, Jean 
Dubroca (Late Jeane Chastanz); Cauffman Oppenheiner and 
his wife .cdele; all heirs of Joseph Chastange anc Daptiste 
Laurendine, 


Several owners of the vast tract are listed, anc it 
was only on august 26, 1647 that a iatent to the »roperty 
was filed signed by Janes Ki Volk, President of the United 
States, 


On ‘the first Monday of April; 1644" Jacob Magee and 
his wife Mary E. Magee bought the property in a bankruptcy 
sale on the steps of the Mobile County Court House. 


Then on May 6, 1853 Jacob an! Mary EB. Magee sol! one= 
third interest in 9073 acres comprising what was soon to 
be the villazée of Whistler to the Mobile & Ohio Railroad 
for 33,030,00, 


ISHHEHSSHS JOTIEY HALL, sokaeeseae 


On May 5, 1876, Wiley Ji Jolley, a native of North 
Carolina, bought Lot 3 of Dlock 3 in the "Village of Whist- 
ler" from Jacol and Mary Magee. On this lot of land. Jolley 
plannec. to builc his new home, 

Jolley hac. come to Whistler in 1664.° On January 18, 
1665 he was marriec to Christina veterson, daughter of 
Mr, Yeter Martin Peterson and his wife Hannah Margaret 
Peterson, Christina°’was born in her parents native hone 
of Stockholu, Swecen, 


Late in 1665, Mr. Jolley suceeccd a Mr. Crosby as 
partner in the firm of Crosby & Yeterson Mercantile Con- 
pany. This partnership continued intil May 1901, when 
veter ieterson's son, iobert M, Veterson took an active 
charze in the business, 
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Mr. Jolley began construction of his hone curing the 
sumer of 1876, The house was desigsnec anc its construct- 
ion supervised by William T. Vancerslice, a well mown local 
carpenter, Vanderslice also is credited with bein;: the 
architect and builcer of St. Bricget's Catholic Church, 
Whistler Methodist Church and nunerous other structures in 
the Whistler area, 


The house was built largely in its present form with 
the exception of the fact that the kitchen that stood to 
the rear of the house has been removec and‘ been acded dir- 
ectly to the rear of the house, The house, built in the 
style of a mocified Creole Cottage, had a center hall with 
two large rooms on each side. The kitchen, as stated ear~ 
lier, stood to the rear of the house, as was the custom in 
those days. 


The yarlor anc other three rooms of the main house 
were large, with high ceilings, matching fire places, 


Mrs. Jolley, however was to enjoy living in her new 
home only a very short tine as she was to die on February 6, 
1676 and was buriec in the Peterson Family Plot in the Old 
Whistler Canetery, 


Mr. Jolley was to remain a widower for a nunber of 
years, Sometime prior to September 21, 1890 he married his 
second wife, Ida Harris of Mobile, 


Bishop Richarc. Wilmer visitec the house and had dinner 
on ish Wednesday 1902, He had attenced services on that 
date at St. Vaul's Episcopal Church in Whistler. Church 
records in the Archives of the Cleveland Prichard Memorial 
Library record that he went to sleep during the morning ~ 
service and that the priest had to agaken hin afterwards, 


The Jolley's lived in the hone until sonetine in 190), 
Since that time the property has been owned at various tines 
by the Huntor anc McDonougsh families. 


R. B. Burch bought the property frou Mr. & Mrs. J. D. 
McDonoussh on June 20, 1944. The Burch family sold the 
property to Mrs. Dessio C, Rogers in May 1946. From her 
it passed to her daughter Mrs. Mattie M. Strachan, the 
present owner. 


Mr. Strachan has furnished Jolley’Hall with represent-— 
ative period furniture and accessories, many of museun 
quality, all carefully documented, Most of them have come 
from old Whistler and old Mobile homes. Some of the furni~ 
ture and accessories were acquired by purchase, but most by 
inheritance and gift. 
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Five rooms of Jolley Hall are arranged with antiques 
and interesting ephemera, The following is a description 
of each room and their contents, 


wenHeHOne THE FRONT HALL tesseHeqe 


_ The Front Hall is graced by several interesting prints 
and paintings; century old square grand rococo piano by 
Chickering that came from the Myers family; a large side 
board contains a very inpressive collection of goblets, and 
a beautiful hall tree with a large beveled mirror. 


JHHHEEHHGE THE PARLOR iAsHaHdeHe 


The parlor of Jolley Hall is known as the Myers 
Parlor, On its walls hang portraits of John Wesley Thomas 
and his bride Rachael Alabama Myers.. He was murdered in 
a shootout at Whistler on January 22, 18943 as well as one 
of George Appleby Collins and two of his co-workers, They 
were his conductor and fireman; He was the first engineer 
to run the Bay Shore Railroad Line into Bayou La Batre 
early in this century. The floor is covered by a beautiful 
red accented oriental carpet, 


Much of the furniture in the parlor came from the Myers 
and Wicki families: A large corner curio cabinet measuring 
more than 7 feet in height, contains numerous antique statues, 
busts, china, crystal,-cut glass, etc. A beautiful Shadow 
Box, made of fish bone, graces one wall, while an Icon of 
Christ, over an upright piano; and a 19th century water 
color of the interior of a French Cathedral, are among other 
wall ornaments, 


A tastefully recovered early 20th century couch and 
matching chair, a lovely victorian love seat and two tables 


compliment the room. 


The ceiling of the parlor along with that of the dinning 
room and both the front and rear halls are decorated with 
elaborate molding around each chandelier as well as leaf 
cornice borders along each wall, 
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SHHHSSESe+ THI DINNING ROOM 2sHkeeHeHe 


In the dinning room one wiil find an impressive 
collection of antique furniture, china, crystal, prints, and 
painting, Here is the last remaining of the original fire: 
places in the house; above which is a Seth Thomas clock made - 
in 1880; Next to it is a curved glass china cabinet contain-~ 
ing a very beautifyl set of Austrian China that belonged to 
the Collins family, a pioneer railroad family, Above the 
fire piace is a water color painting of flowers by Mae Bonifay 
Iudlow, a well known Mobile artist. 


Perhaps the most striking feature of the room is the 
large and massive side board. It was made in Germany in the 
mid-l9th century and is noted for its beautiful carvings and 
gargoyles, In the middle of the room is a large dinning 
table with exquisite claw feet. This came from the Hamilton 
family in Mobile. Several velvet cushioned chairs frori the 
Wicki. family are placed at several points in the room, 


Numerous pieces of cut glass, compression glass and 
crystal are arranged on the side board. One 14" cut glass 
vase, from the Collins family, is a signed peice, A most 
interesting item in the room is a 18th century lithograph 
of "Christ Crucified", It is a copy of an original painting 
by Albert Durer lithographed by the German engraver Muller, 

Here also is a small length table with a lovely antique 
Tureen, On the opposite side of the room is a small mahog- 
aney desk, Here as in most other rooms of the house is a 
beautiful brass chandelier with five glass globes, 


Perhaps the most fasinating item in the room is "The 
Relic of the Cross", This exquisite cross measures 9" x 6", 


In its center is a small round glass window in which 
is visable an extremely small splinter of the cross on 
which Christ was crucified. An official letter written in : 
Latin and bearing the official seal of The Vatican is enclosed 
attesting to its authenticity, : 


JHHHHEAHE THI REAR HALL weHeennode 


In the Rear Hall is the library and a sitting room, 
Here aré located most of the books that make up the Strachan 
Library. A large wall book case here contains more than 1,000 
of the 1,500 volumes in the library. 
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At the rear of the room is a portion of a large wooden 
column from the now demolished Blacksher-Greer home in Toul- 
minville, The column has been adapted as a very attractive 
fern stand; On the-wall over the column is a large 1846 print 
of the Lords Supper, framed in a frame of leather and cotton 
flowers made by the Grey Nuns of Quebec in Canada, 


A prominent feature also is a large armoire, It is used 
as a display cabinet for an impressive collection of goblets, 
and other mementoes, Several antique chairs add to the decor 
of the room. 


JeeeOeet LASTER BEDROOM *#aseHHeRHt 


The Master Bedroom is to. the right of the rear hall of 
the house, Here is a beautiful two piece Early American, ma— 
hogany bedroom suit comprising a bed and chest of drawers, A. 
antique trunk sits at the foot of the bed,’ Several prints of 
interest are hung on the walls of the room. Over the closet 
door is the wooden alter cross of historic old St. Patricks 
Church in Mobile, A wreath of Shamrocks hang over the hand 
carved cross, This picce was acquired after the church was 


demolished in 1972, 


A prominent feature also is a large book case with 
leaded glass doors located along the east wall of the room, 
It contains virtually all of the remaining 500 volumes of the 


Strachan Library, 


SHHHHGHEH THE LIBRARY sseenennde 


The private library housed in the rear hall of Jolley 
Hall and in a portion of thé rear master bedroom contains 
approximately 1,500 volumes. 4 


The Theology Collection: A large collection of more than 700 
volumes on all phases of theology. Included here are many 
century old volumes from various pastors from early Whistler 
plus many volumes from the private collection of Bishop 
Quinlan ( ? — 1883), and Archbishop Toolen (1886 - 1976) of 


Mobile, 


local History Collection: A growing collection of local 
imprints and history books make up another group of books in 
the library. Here are now more than 100 volumes on Mobile 
and Gulf Coast History and Genealogy. Included here is an 
exquisite two volume set of "Picturesque America" printed in 


1875, 
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Here also is a sizeable collection of books from the 
Myers family, a pioncer South Alabama family and a- group of 
books from the estate of Rev, Louis H. S. Chapelle, a Meth- 
odist minister who was pastor at Whistler Methodist Church 
in the 1880's, 


Music Books & Musical Scores: This is one if not the most 
outstanding features of the collection, Here aremore than 
200 hardback music books including a number of volumes in 
Latin and many over a hundred years old. There are more 
than 1,300 sheets of sheet music in the collection, 


Mardi Gras Collection: This is a small but very interesting 
collection containing a number of Mobile Mardi Gras invitations 
dating before and just after the turn of the century: 


Newspaper Collection: This collection contains numerous _ 
Mobile newspaper front page editions of the last generation 
and also Harpers’ New Monthly Magazine, 1853-1870; the London 
Illustrated News, 1651-1860; and Godey's Lady Book, 1850; 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD 


MARR: 182i PLACE: ,,GA nag other marriages 
FATHER: John JOLLY 


MOTHER: ? 


BORN; AbL 1798 PLACE: 
CHR. : PLACE: 
DIED: Abt 1825 PLACE: ,,GA 
BUR. PLACE: 
FATHER: 
MOTHER: 
CHILDREN 
1, MANE: Bliza JOLLY 
au== BORN: = Feb 1820 PLACE: 
FO OCHR: PLACE: 
DIED: 23 May 1904 PLACE: ,Clarke,MS 
BUR. PLACE: 
SPOUSE: Jack M. FAIRCHILD 
MARR: 20 Oct 1841 PLACE: , Lauderdale, MS 
2, NAME: Nathan Coleman JOLLY 
w--- BORN: AbL 1823 PLACE: ,Baldwin,GAa 
M OCHR.: PLACE: 
DIED: PLACE: 
BUR: PLACE: 
SPOUSE: 
MARR: PLACE; 
3, NAME: James Marshall JOLLY 
were BORN: ADE 1825 PLACE: ,Walton,GA 
M CER: PLACE: 
DIED: PLACE: 
BUR. : PLACE: 
SPOUSE: 
MARR: PLACE: 
4, NAME ‘ a on 
-+-= BORM: PLACE r¥ Om 
CHR, : PLACE ope 
es far 
DIED! PLACE ae enes oF 
BUR, : PLACE 5’ 
SPOUSE 
MARR PLACE 


Robert 4. or Betty Jean Wright 
1004 Woodvale Drive 
Nashville, TN 37204 
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TUUNE. (CLI; 237 ctor 


FAMILY GROUP RECORD 


DOCUMENTATION 


WIFE i] 


lages: 
1827 Cynthia MILLER MRIN: $ 


CHILD 2 - Nathan Coleman JOLLY 
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FAMILY GROUP RECGRD 


ee ee eee ee ee ee ee een ee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee eee ee ee. 


PLACE: ,,HS 


HI 


a 


other marriages 


BORN: Abt 1792 
CHR, 
DIED 
BU. 

MARR; 16 May 1827 
FATHER: John JOLLY 
MOTHER: ? 
WIFE Cynthia MILLER 
BORN; Abt 1805 
CHR, 
DIED: Abt 1860 
BUR. 
FATHER: 
MOTHER: 
CHILDREN 

1. NAME; James JOLLY 


BORN: Abt 1825 
CHR. : 

DIRD: 

BUR. : 

SPOUSE: 

MARR: 


: Bibb, AL 


NAME: Joseph JO 
BORN: Abt 18 
CHR.: 

DIED: 

BUR, : 

SPOUSE: 

MARR: 


NAME: Edward JOLLY 
BORN: Abit =: 1833 
CHR. : 

DIED: 

BUR. : 

SPOUSE: 

MARR: 


NAME: Elizabeth JOLLY 
RORN; Abt 1835 
CHR, : 

DIED: 

BUR, : 

SPOUSE: 

MARR: 


: ,Bibb,AL 


Robert H, or Betty Jean Wright 


1004 Woodvale Brive 
Nashville, TN 37204 
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PHONES (OLI) <3! 2487 


1 Apr 1992 


HUSBAND Bradley JOLLY 


WIFE 


Cynthia MILLER 


FAMILY GROUP RECORD 


NAME: Thomas M, JOLLY 


BORN: Abt 1836 
CHR. : 

DIED: 

BUR, : 

SPOUSE: 

MARR: 


NAME: George W, JOLLY 


BORN: Abt 1838 
CHR, : 

DIED: 

BUR,: 

SPOUSE: 

MARR: 


: ,Lauderdale MS 


NAME: Nancy dg, JOLLY 


BORN: Abt 1840 
CHR. 

DIED: 

BUR. : 

SPOUSE: 

MARR: 


: ,bauderdaie, NS 


Noo eee re re ee ee ee ee eee ee 


NAME: Benjamin Franklin JOLLY 


BORN: Abt 1842 
CHR,: 


PLACE: 
PLACE: 
PLACE: 
PLACE: 


Lauderdale MS 


NAME: Mary JOLLY 
BORN: Abt 1843 
CHR,: 

DIED: 

BUR, : 

SPOUSE: 

MARR: 


: , Lauderdale, Ms 


NAME: Sarah JOLLY 
BORN: Abt 1845 
CER, : 

DIED: 

BUR, : 

SPOUSE: 

MARR: 


: , Lauderdale MS 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD 


Yr of Birth 1792 


WIFE Cynthia x 


HUSBAND Bradley JOLLY 
ILLE 


il, NAME: Cynthia JOLLY 


se~- BORN: Abt 1850 PLACE: , Lauderdale, xs 
FE OCRR,: PLACE: 

DIED: PLACE: 

BUR: PLACE: 

SPOUSE: 

MARR; PLACE: 
12, NAME: Melissa JOLLY 
w==* BORN: Abt © 1851 PLACE: ,Lauderdale,MS 
PF OCHRL: LACE; 

DIED: PLACE: 

BUR.: PLACE 

SPOUSE 

MARR PLACE 
13, NAME: Calvin JOLLY 
sees BORN: ADE = 1854 PLACE: , Lauderdale, MS 
Mo OCHR.: PLAC 

DIED: PLACE 

BUR, : PLACE, 

SPOUSE 

MARR: PLACE: 
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DOCUMENTATION 


EUSBAND Bradley JCLLY Yr of Birth 1792 
WIFE Cynthia MILLER Yr of Birth 1805 


anu 


HUSBAND ~- Bracley JOLLY 


Other marr 


lages: 
1821 


Elizabeth EADS MRIN: 69 


WIFE - Cynthia MILLER 


CHILD 1 - James JOLLY 


CHILD 2 - Joseph JOLLY 
CHILD 3 - Edward JOLLY 


CHILD 4 - Elizabeth JOLLY 


CHILD 10 - Sarah JOLLY 


CHILD 11 = Cynthia JOLLY 
CHILD 12 - Melissa JOLLY 


CHILD 13 - Calvin JOLLY 
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